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Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high
Where knowledge is free
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments
By narrow domestic walls
Where words come out from the depth of truth
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way
Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit
Where the mind is led forward by thee
Into ever-widening thought and action
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.

-Rabindranath Tagore
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Vishwarang Foundation

The Vishwarang Foundation is a leading organization committed to the preservation, promotion,
and global dissemination of Indian culture, literature, arts, and languages. Its mission is to take
India's rich cultural heritage not only across the nation but also to the farthest corners of the world,
enabling the global community to experience the beauty, diversity, and depth of Indian traditions.

To achieve this vision, the Foundation has developed several specialized centers and initiatives
aimed at strengthening language education and communication, preserving folk traditions,
engaging with the Indian diaspora, empowering youth through theater and visual arts, providing a
platform for specially-abled artists, advancing multilingual translation and knowledge exchange,
safeguarding India's timeless wisdom, enhancing digital skills and employability, and driving rural
and community-based literary initiatives.

Through these efforts, the Vishwarang Foundation brings Indian art and literature to the global
stage in a meaningful way. At the same time, it empowers youth, marginalized communities, and
rural populations, while strengthening India's cultural identity and promoting inclusivity and global
dialogue.

Through these centers and their unique features, the Foundation has not only given Indian culture a
new global identity but also paved the way for it to reach new heights.

“Keeping this perspective in mind, the following Arts and Culture Centres have been incorporated
under the Vishwarang Foundation.”
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Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre, Colombo

The Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre (formerly the Indian Cultural Centre) was established in Colombo
in 1998 with the aim of building bridges of cultural exchange and interaction between India and Sri Lanka.
The Centre is one of the 24 Indian Cultural Centres set up by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations
(ICCR) to revive and strengthen cultural relations and mutual understanding between India and other
countries. Its primary objective is to promote India—Sri Lanka cultural cooperation, highlight shared cultural
traditions, and create awareness of Indian culture in all its dimensions among the people of Sri Lanka.

Since its inauguration in 1998, the Centre has established a strong presence in Sri Lanka's cultural
landscape and earned a reputation for excellence through its wide-ranging activities. The Centre offers
classes in Bharatanatyam, Kathak, Hindustani and Carnatic vocal music, Violin, Sitar, Tabla, Hindi, and
Yoga. For these classes, the Centre engages a talented and dedicated group of Sri Lankan instructors.
Today, nearly 1,500 students are enrolled in its various programs, reflecting the Centre's popularity.

The Centre is also active in organizing performances by Indian and Sri Lankan artists, lectures, workshops,
and exhibitions. In recent years, it has hosted renowned Indian performers such as Odissi exponent Smt.
Sonal Mansingh, Kalakshetra Dance Drama Troupe from Chennai, acclaimed vocalist Smt. Shubha Mudgal
and her troupe, Geetanjali Lal, Rangpuhar Bollywood Dance Ensemble, and Bharatanatyam dancers
Shridhar and Anuradha. Sri Lankan artists who have performed at the Centre include Dr. Dayaratna
Ranatunga, Prof. Amara Ranatunga, Mr. Pradeep Ratnayake, Mr. Piyasara Shilpadhipathi, Mr. Ravibandhu
Vidyapathi, and Kandyan dancer Ms. Upeka Chitrasena from the Chitrasena Dance Company, among
others.

Additionally, the Centre screens 4-5 Indian films and documentaries each month. It also maintains a well-
equipped library and reading room with a large collection of books, newspapers, periodicals, CDs, and
DVDs. The library is open to the public from Monday to Saturday (except Wednesdays). The reading room
includes Indian and Sri Lankan newspapers (Sinhala, Tamil, and English) as well as Indian magazines and
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